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+G20 South Africa 2025: ETWG 

Priority 1 Outcome 3 – Closing the Clean Cooking Gap 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - LEGACY PROJECT 

Accelerating Critical Enablers within the Clean Cooking Value Chain for Schools, 
Households, and Communities to ensure sustainability in South Africa 

 
1. Introduction 

South Africa’s G20 Presidency has called for a strong focus on energy security, affordable and 
reliable access, including an outcome on closing the clean cooking gap. In response, South 
Africa’s G20 Presidency has proposed to develop a Clean Cooking Infrastructure 
Investment Action Plan for Africa (hereafter “the Action Plan”) to support the G20’s Energy 
Transition Working Group. To amplify its impact, a complementary Clean Cooking Legacy 
Project (hereafter “the Project”) will be presented alongside the final version of the Action 
Plan.  

In line with the African Union objectives and Mission300’ intent to accelerate the pace of 
access to electricity and clean cooking solutions, a legacy project is proposed to reflect 
some aspect of the implementation action plan to accelerate the deployment of clean 
cooking.  

The objective is to identify and undertake a legacy project by early July 2025, mobilise further 
in-kind and financial support, and formally launch the initiative at the fourth G20 Energy 
Transitions Working Group (ETWG 4) meeting in October 2025. This launch will serve as a 
platform to announce new partner commitments to scale the proposed models nationally and 
on the continent. 

This document outlines the objectives and key considerations of the Clean Cooking Legacy 
Project and serves as a call for expressions of interest from stakeholders. It is intended to 
solicit input on the types of actions that should be included in the Project, as well as to identify 
stakeholders willing to provide financial or in-kind support (mobilising policy frameworks, 
providing technical assistance, investments or private sector contribution) for 
implementation in South Africa and other African countries. 
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2. Description of the Legacy Project 
 

2.1. Purpose and Objectives 
 

The Legacy Project is focused on accelerating existing clean cooking value chain efforts in 
three key areas: Schools, Households, and Communities. 
In most Provinces across South Africa, a significant number of primary schools, households 
and communities still rely on kerosene (paraffin), wood-burning stoves, and operate without 
certified, safe cooking equipment. In the North West Province for example, nearly 100 schools 
still rely on wood-burning stoves, and over 1,000 primary schools operate without certified, 
safe cooking equipment. The National Schools Nutrition Programme, launched by the 
Department of Basic Education (DBE), has plans in place to move all primary school to cleaner 
cooking fuels.  
 
Several projects to move households to cleaner cooking fuels have been embarked upon. An 
example of these efforts is the Air Quality Offset Programme in the Mpumalanga Province, with 
the aim of providing 36,000 free clean cooking stoves to households still using coal, charcoal, 
and wood-burning stoves by 2028.  
 
The pace of these efforts can be scaled and accelerated to ensure that the 2030 Mission300 clean 
cooking objectives are achieved. The Legacy Project aims to unlock the clean cooking Value 
Chains to ensure the acceleration of these efforts.  

Please note, after all EOI submissions are received, you will be notified of selected 
submissions for execution. 

2.2. Proposed Project Scope 

Through leveraging schools as anchor institutions, the Legacy Project aims to establish and 
extend clean cooking distribution networks within communities. This tackles the first 
challenge of bringing reliable energy supply chains to these communities, driven and owned 
at community level to ensure sustainability beyond 2025. These can be achieved by additional 
interventions aligned to the G20 Clean Cooking Infrastructure Investment Action Plan.  The 
following key aspects of the Legacy project will be scoped in:  

▪ Infrastructure development in identified provinces (EC, KZN, NW, Mpumalanga). 

▪ Awareness / Advocacy campaigns and capacity building. 

▪ Regulatory Reform dialogue on tariffs on Clean cooking technologies. 

▪ Last-mile distributor (kiosk) enablement through Small Enterprises.  

▪ Relevant appliances/technologies (stoves, cylinders, pots, etc.). 
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2.3. Key Government Stakeholders within South Africa 

▪ Department of Electricity and Energy (DEE), Department of Basic Education (DBE), 
Department of Forestry Fishery & the Environment (DFFE), the Department of Mineral, 
Petroleum Resources (DMPR), ESKOM and Energy and Water Sector Education and 
Training Authority (EWSETA). 
 

3. Aspect of the project requiring Support   

This Expression of Interest seeks to mobilise support for the Legacy Project, starting with a 
project in South Africa and subsequently expanding to follow-on across Africa. 
Commitment in the following areas is requested:  

I. Commitment from organisations with active or planned projects in South Africa 
that demonstrate impactful clean cooking interventions, highlighting infrastructure 
value chains required to accelerate the deployment of clean cooking. These could be 
explored to determine areas for collaboration to accelerate the adoption of clean 
cooking.  
 

II. Commitment from organisation to provide financial or in-kind support for 
mobilising policy frameworks, providing technical assistance, investments, or private 
sector contribution, either within South Africa or more broadly.  

 
4. Examples of types of support requested 

The examples below illustrate the types of support that could be considered, though other 
proposals aligned with the objectives of the Legacy Project are equally welcome. The 
opportunities are categorised by type of implementer: 

a. Policymakers: Implement policies to support universal clean cooking access 
 
▪ Mandate the use of clean cooking fuels and technologies in schools and integrate 

such requirements into nutrition and institutional feeding schemes under the 
Department of Basic Education to ensure sufficient budget for such an initiative. 

▪ Simplify the licensing process for last-mile distributors (kiosks) by reducing 
administrative burdens and streamlining certification procedures. 

▪ Propose a tiered compliance framework that adjusts safety and quality standards 
based on the scale of operations, making it more feasible for small distributors. 

▪ Explore VAT exemptions and reduced import tariffs on clean cooking equipment and 
fuels to ease costs for distributors and consumers.  
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b. Private sector, international governments, and multilateral development finance: 
Commit new funding and finance for clean cooking 

 
▪ Finance clean cooking equipment installation and connection in schools. 
▪ Make investments in clean cooking infrastructure within households and 

communities (e.g. develop bulk storage, distribution kiosks, clean cooking equipment 
manufacturing, etc.). 

▪ Fund or provide in-kind support for clean cooking training  

Fund trained staff to be seconded to ministries to help implement clean cooking 
programmes and policies. 

▪ Fund or provide in-kind technical assistance resources to support project preparation 
or development, or fund key knowledge products useful to support scale up (see 
below). 

▪ Purchase high-quality carbon credits linked to specific projects that are supporting 
providing clean cooking in schools, households and communities. 

▪ Create a dedicated clean cooking vehicle to channel finance to clean cooking 
investments in schools and households. 
 

c. Implementing organisations, NGOs, academia, and civil society: Bridging the 
Knowledge Gap 

 
▪ Establish and run behaviour change campaigns. 
▪ Develop curriculum for youth training and certification programmes (to become 

installers, fillers, etc.), and work to bring in unemployed volunteers into these 
programmes. 

▪ Conduct a fiscal impact study on tax exemptions for clean cooking equipment and 
fuels to inform policy design and subsidy frameworks. 

▪ Training Programmes to be rolled out in communities and schools  
 

5. Response Timeline Expression of Interest 

The request is for all stakeholder to express their interest in providing funding or in-kind 
support for the implementation of the Legacy Project on or before [21 July 2025].  

 

FURTHER SECTIONS INCLUDE ANNEXURES TO BE COMPLETED BY INTERESTED PARTIES 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORMS FOR  
 

ACTIVE OR PLANNED PROJECTS 
 

 

Proposed active or planned projects in South Africa that demonstrate impactful clean cooking 
interventions, particularly those that address clean cooking infrastructure and value chains within 
schools and underserved communities. Stakeholders are encouraged to highlight ongoing or planned 
initiatives and indicate whether these could be featured in a video documentary showcasing success 
stories. 

 

SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY INTERESTED PARTIES  

Contact  Details 

Name  

Position   

Organisation   

Telephone number  

E-mail  

Signature   Date: 

 

 

# Proposed active or 
planned project in 
South Africa – State 
Title 

Description of project  

 

 
 

1   
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 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM FOR 
 

FINANCIAL OR IN-KIND SUPPORT 
 

Proposed offering of financial or in in-kind support, like mobilising policy frameworks, providing 
technical assistance, investments, or private sector contribution to scale successful models within 
South Africa or more broadly across the continent. 

SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY INTERESTED PARTIES  

Contact  Details 

Name  

Position   

Organisation   

Telephone number  

E-mail  

Signature   Date: 

 

# Proposed Offering Description of Offering  

1. Awareness & Advocacy 

(including Community 

Engagement) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Engagement with government 

on regulatory aspects to unlock 

investment (VAT exemption, fiscal 

analysis, subsidy framework, 

impact on supply chain, etc.) 
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# Proposed Offering Description of Offering  

3. Infrastructure and 

Technologies (SMME in bulk 

storage, distribution, 

manufacturing, appliances, 

cylinders, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Capacity building, youth training 

and certification programme 

(installers, fillers etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Others (Funds, project 

management, technical 

assistance etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


